ui?EAN  corji'ir!jL„ 


ATMTAL  REPORl' 


of  the 


IHJJICAL  OFFICER  OF  IJE^TA 


FOR  l939o 


To;  OHE  CHAIRMAN  & MEMBERS  OF  THE 

BLACKRCD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

■ ■ ■ 1^1  I 11  ■■■  ■ I ■ I ■ M ■ 

Gentlemen, 

I h^ve  the  honour  to  present  to  you  n^r  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Blaclcrod  Urban  District  for 
the  year  1959* 

General  Statistics. 


Area  ( m acres^  ...  •••  ...  •••  2392*^^ 

Population  - Cens\is  1951  3,151 

Registrai*-General*  s estimate  of  home  population 

mid  1959.  ...  3,390 

No,  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1959 
according  to  the  Rate  books 1,1 83 

Rateable  Value  £29,51 9.,  Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  ,,,  ...  £120 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Estimated  population  at  mid  1959  •••  ...  •••  3,390 

Total  Males  Females 

Live  Births.  Legixlmate  ^3  35  28 

Illegitimate  3 ^ 2 

Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  est.  Pop,  - 
Crude  Rate  - 19.5  adjusted  rate  - 19.1 

Still  Births. 


Legitimate  - 
IllEgitimate  - 

Still  birth-rate  per  1 ,000  total  births  - 14#9 


Total  Males  Females 

1 1 

Nil 


• • • 


Maternal  mortali-ty  rate  per.  1,000  Total  births  ... 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  l/XO  live  births  ••• 

Neo-natal  mortality^ rate  per  I^lOO  live  births  

\ 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  Toted  births,..  .. 

I- 

Mortality  rates  per  1,000  estimated  popidation 

Total  (all  Porm^  - Crude  Fate  ...  


• r.  Adjusted  rate  , 

Respiratory  T.B.  • 

Malignemt  neoplasms  etc  • .. 


Nil 

15.2 

15.2 

15.2 

29.9 

8.8 

9.7 

Nil 

1.66 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  

- 

§ 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  k weeks  of  age 

Legxtmiate  •«* 

* 

• 

1 

1 

Illegitima.te  . . . .r,.„ . , . . ... 

- 

- 

- 

Death  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

LegltliT^te  o • • • • • • • • • • 

1 

1 

Xllegatln'^t e • •••  •••« 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  (all  Formst  

13 

17 

30 

Causes  of  DealJi  during;  1939 

i i; 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  |L 

Non-Pulmoriary  Tuberculosis  . . . 
Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

Malignant  nqoplasm  - Stomach  • 
Maiignant  neoplasm  - breast 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
Vascuilar  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease  - angina  ... 
Hypertebsion  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza  

Bronchitis  ...  ...  

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 


Males  Females 


• • • • • 


Nil 

Nil 

1 


2 

1 

> 

2 

1 


2 

1 


Nil 

Nil 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

17 
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Transferable  deaths  are  included  in  the  above. 

INPJDTIOUS  DISEASES. 

' “ I 

Fifty-eight  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  n<^6ified  during 
the  year,  37  of  which  were  Measles  arid  9 Scarlet  Fever* 


CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISE/^E  AND  AGE  GROUPS 


» 

r 


GENERAL  PROVISION  CF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

(National  Insurance  Act,  1948) 

No  q.pplicaticn3  received. 

NJRSING 

There  is  a practising  Mid-vd.fe  in  the  district,  and  a nurse 
from  Westhougnten  comes  into  Blackrod  daily, 

HOSPITAL  ACOQMODATION. 

For  Infectious  Diseases  - by  arrangement  with  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  at  Leigh,  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  sent  to 
the  nearest  hospital  on  the  list  that  can  accept  accoramodation. 

IMMUin:SATICN. 

The  Clinic  at  the  Methodist  School,  Blackrod  is  open  eve-ry 
Saturday  morning.  The  doctor  is  in  atteiidancc  on  aitorbate 
Sateu'day  inornings  for  the  immunisation  of  children  pndar  School 
age.  or  over,  if  necessary.  Children  of  school  age  are  a?_so 
imnu-iised  at  the  school, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAEF. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a part-time  Medical 
Officer  and  a.  Health  Inspector  viio  is  also  a Surveyor,  A.  visiting 
Nurse  is  provided  by  the  Comty, 

The  month  of  January,  1959  was  marked  by  a shaerp  Yrxvo  of 
Influer-za  whicn  reached  epidemic  level  and  continued  through 
February,  This,  following  four  months  of  severe  fog  caused  a 
sharp  increase  in  respiratory  infections.  These  infections  w^ere 
more  prevalent  and  more  serious  amongst  those  living  in  the  older 
damp  property  in  the  village.  In  Jiily,  1959,  a.  report  v/as  received 
from  tiiG  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Preston  in  respect  of  a survey 
by  the  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  Adlington  & Blackrod, 
There  were  137  czises  examined  and  'nc  abnormalities  were  found', 

AMBUIfiNCE  FACILITIES. 

/unbulance  facilities  for  all  cases  are  contr  tiled  by  the 
Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh,  and  the  needs  for  the  district  are 
met  by  the  Ambulance  Station  at  Horwich, 


MORTU/iRY.  The  mortuary,  situated  at  the  cemetery  is  sufficient  for 
the  needs  of  the  district. 


SANITAEY  ADt-'flTflSTRATTON.  1S39» 


Water  Siyp'J  y: 


So^Jrce  of  »SuprH  .y: 
1 70  acreji  cf  la  ).<i. 


siirfafte  water  and  larji  springs.  Approx, 
5,':  t'oatec. 'an  the  Urbaai  District  of  Horwich,  the 


greater  portion  i.a  rioorland  in  chcoracter,  is  owned  by  the  Blackrodl 
Council  and  used  ofil.y  for  ^.TE-xer  collection.  The  run  off  is  collected 
and  stored  3.n  a 20  rdllion  gallon  in.poiond^Jig  reservoir.  There  are 
also  a nuriher  of-  spr^t-gs  which  give  a steady  yield  of  water  ii- 
dry  weather  psriodst,  The  su’^'fl^’’  is  adeqaa1;e  for  the  needs  of  the 
district  and  bnl  >c  supplies  axe  taken  by  the  Adlington  D.D.C,  and  tlrj 
Wigan  R.D.C,  For  some  ‘drears  now,  the  total  amount  of  water  -whdeh  h 
been  taken  annually  irObuUc  supplies  lias  been  far  in  excess  of  the ; 
agreement  figinres  and,  v.lth  the  inn-easing  demand  for  wa-ter  wit^i 
the  district  due  to  hous:!-ng  development,  has  caused  difficiuLty  in 
maintaining  a constant  supply  towards  the  end  of  the  period  of  drov' 
Ih  will  be  necessarnf  for ' consideration  to  be  given  as  to  the 
advisability  of  resWicting  the  bijlk  supplies  of  water  1 to  the 
agreement  figures,  particularly  during  the  spring  and  suraner  period 
of  the  year.  Small  extensions  to  the  distribution  mains  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year,  all  for  new  housing  development. 


7 samples  of  v/ater  have  been  siibmitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  for  bacterialogical  analysis,  k of  the  samples  were 
taken  from  the  dis  tribution  system  and  foimd  to  be  satisfactory, 

2 from  a shaJ.lo-';  well  which  were  unsatisfactory  and  1 from  the 
iXxflow  channel  hi  'ohe  reseivoir  which  indicated  some  slight  pollut: 

All  wa.ter  as  it  enters  supply  is  first  chlorimated,  chlorine  g£ 
being  used  for  the  p-urpose.  The  plant  is  automatic  in  its  operatior 

and  is  cohstentJ-p'-  tn  used 

-or.pe  is  used  as  a precaution  against  plumbo  solvent 

I action. 

The  total  number  of  houses  witl.  a piped  water  supply  from  Publi 
mains  is  as  foJlowsi 


a)  dir-ect  to  houses. 

b)  standpipes. 

c)  from  private  wells. 


1182 

Nil 

1 


Sewerage  and  Sewerage  Disposal 


The  sefwpge  is  treated  at  main  outfalls,  Nightingale 
Farm  and  Scot  Lar  e.  The  .treatment  consists  of  primary 
settleinent  in  retention  tanks  and  finally  treatment  by 
passing  over  Hie  land  cn  Hie  broad  irrigation  system.  The 
system  is  in  need  of  reorganisation  and  the  Goirnicii.  are 
av.'aitnJLig  a report  which  is  new  being  prepared  by  Messrs, 

G.  J,  Lo:.Tax  & Sons,  Civil  Engineers  of  Mancliester  who  v.’ill 
make  recoamendations  for  the  improvement  of  the  sewage 
disposal  arrangements  for  the  district-. 

Food  Inspection. 

Eegolar  inspections  are  made  co  sliops  and  tlieie  eae 
the  following  types  of  food  premises  in  the  District: 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers,, o,f3 

Green  Grocers  and  Fruiterers, .Nil 

Fish  Mongers  and  those  selling  poultry, 

game  etc ...,  .Nil 

Meat  Shops  (butchers  and  purve5’-ors  of 
cocked  and  preserved  meats, tripe) 

Bakers  and  confectioners .........1 

Fried  Fish  Shops, e9*.,e.2 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar,  confectionery, minerals 

ice  accam. .V 

Licensed  premises,  Clubs,  Cantons,  Restaurants. 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  similar  catering  estifiblis’;'  ^ 

Number  of  food  premises  registered  imide?.-  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1 955 • 

No.  No,  of  Visits. 

Butchei*&(Manufactim'ers  of  Sausages)  2 12 

Bakers  (ManufaetTirers  of  Meat  Pies)  1 3 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  under  Milk  & Daiides  Regulations 

1949/1954. 

a)  No,  of  Dairies  Registered  - 

b)  Shops  in  District  other  than  dairies,  1 2 

c)  Premises  outside  the  district,  1 


- 


i 


I 


f 

.1 

-i 

I 


1 


Carcasses  inspected  and  condemned  vdthin  the  District* 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows* 

No.  r.illed,  - I 

Noo  I:ispectcd«  - j; 

; 

AJl  "'*13 eases  except  T^^herculosis 

& C.ystic3:r«'d  * 

t 

Whole  carcasses  condemned.  Nil 

I, 

Carcasses  of  vdiich  some  Nil 

I 

part  or  organ  was  condemned' 

Percentage  of  the  niamber  j 
inspected  affeibted  with 
disease  other  than  j 

Tuberculosis  & Cysticeri.Nil 

'■fiber culc  sis  Only. 

Whole  cai'cassesscondemned  Nil 

I 

Carcasses  of  which  seme 
part  or  organ  was 
condeinned.  Nil 

Percentage  of  nimiber 
insixjtted  affected  with 
Tuoaf-ciilesiso  Ni|]L 

J 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcasses  of  wMch  seme 
part  ccr  organs  was  ! 

condemned.  Nil 

Carcasses  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigerationNil 

( ’ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned.  Nil 


Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  Pigs 
Lambs. 

House 

79 



172 

17 

Nil 

79 

172 

17 

Nil 

N?_l 

NJ.1 

?. 

Nil 

Nil 

51 

Nil 

48 

Nil 

Nil 

Qi- 

Nil 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Irll 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Ni.1 

1 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unsomd  meat  and  offdls  are  foraarded  to  heat  treatment  planit 
for  9onyersion  to  fertilizers.  Other  unsound  foods  are  either  desl* 
hy  hurningor  depc  siting  bn  tht  refuse  tip  and  cover  over. 

h.^  lbs,  of  buttefj  32*.  3bs.  calmed  haai  end  12  Ibs-s-  of  corned 
beef  has  been  corf  eared® 


Food  Hygiene  FLegal.aticiis-» 

Inspections  liabe  peer,  made  to  all  preniises  to  vhich  the  regul 
apply  and  inst-ruoticns  givfin  as  required  to  the  persons  employed  di 

the  shops4 


38  samples  of  mlllc  ii£ve  been  taken  from  Producer  ^d  Producer 
Retailers  and  su’amitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  for  anal 
/J.1  samples  submitted  were  reported  free  from  Tuberculosis.  23 
samples  passed  the  methylene  Bine  Test  and.  6 samples  failed. 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  the  Year. 


No.  of  Premises  \rL sited. 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered. 
Notices  served  (liifcrmal) 
Notices  served  (Statu.bor5’')o 
Legal  Proceedings. 


15^ 

24. 

24. 

11. 

Nil. 


Scavenging  of  Streets. 

The  Lansasliire  County  Council  are  the  Highway  Authority  for 
I and  II  D.'oads  and  undertake  the  scavenging  of  these  roads., 
Class  III  and  district  ro£ds  are  maintained  by  the  District  Counc: 
and  are  scavenged  frequently. 


Shops  and  Qff^-l^i?.*-'  ■ 

34  shops  ha-ve  been  visited  and  3 visits  have  been  i^e  to  

offices  in  connection  with  tne  Sneps  Act  and  Public  Health  Act  prr 


Public  Cleansing. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  1938  there  were  in  use  within  the  dias 
1197  movable  galvanised  dust  bins.  All  dust  bins  for  domestic 
iropertyes  are  supplied  by  the  Pistrict  Council  as  a charge  upon 

general  rate. 


f 


Ref^e  is  collected  and  disposed  of  bjr  direct  labour.  The  staff 
consist'  of  a motor  wagon  driver,  and  three  loaders.  A Karrier  Bantam 
eight  cul4c  yard  capacity  side  loading  vehicle  is  used  to  collect 
and  transport  re:^e  to  the  point  of  disposal.  The  vehicle  is  provided 
with  Riding  metal  covers  which  prevent  refuse  being  dislodged  and 
dust  froott  dispersal  diiring  transit.  A weekly  collection  service  is 
maintained  tiircpghcut  the  district. 

\ ^ , 

There  are  tv/o  'disposal  points  within  the  Urban  District,  namely 
refuse  tips  at 

Site.  Area. 

Scot  Lane,  Approx,  ^ acre, 

Cho^ey  Road.  Approx.  ^ acre. 

No  special  arrangem^ts  are  made  for  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  trade  refuse.  Works  in  the  district  have  their  own  points  of  dispodal 
^ch  give  no  cause  for  complaint.  No  collection  or  separation  of 
v/aste  paper  or  metals  is  undertaken  at  present,  all  materials  collected 
are  disposed  of  ^ tipping.  The  few  pail  closets  are  collected  with 
the  refuse  and  disposed  of  by  admixture  with  house  refuse. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  district  in  relation  to 
an  establishment  where  an  offensive  trade  is  carried  cm. 

Schools. 

There  are  3 junior  and  1 secondary  modem  schools  in  the  district. 
The  sanitary  accccmcdation  ig  adequate  at  all  schools,  facilities  for 
hand  washing  are  provided  and  the  school  yard  surfaces  are  now 
siti sf act oiy  , 

Bakehouses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1959 
!' 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

No,  in  District 

Carpet  Manufacturers 
Rayon  Processing 
Joiners 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  etc, 
dogger  and  Boot  Repairer 

Bo.  of  Visits 


there  were  no  bakehouses  jbeing  xised, 

/ 

9 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

12 


Rodent  Control. 

■ ■ y !■  1^—  I I I 

\ 

1^2  premises  have  been  visited.  No  serious  infestation  have  bt 
reported.  6 minor  infestations  cf  rats  and  3 manor  infestations  of’ 
mice  were  found.  Treatment  is  undertaken  by  one  of  the  Council’s 
Eccployees  vAib  is  a tr^t^ed  rodent  operator  and  engaged  on  a part-t: 
basis. 

Sewers  in  the  district  are  baited  at  6 monthly  inter^rals  and  • 
refuse  disposal  points  h^ve  been  baited  when  any  evidence  has  beeni 
of  infestation, 

ji 

Public  Sanitary  Ccnvenieog^. 

Two  puttie  conveniences  are  provided  on  two  sites,  one  at  the: 
road  junction  of  Blackhorse  Street,  Chorley  Road  and  Hill  Lane  and^ 
the  other  is  sited  at  the  ownction  of  Station  Road  with  Manchester- 
Road*  These  bmldings  are  constructed  in  brickwork  with  precasa 
concrete  roof  covered  with"' f sphalt  and  concrete  floors.  Incorporate 
in  the  buildings  are  bus  patsenger  shelters  and  the  coneniences,  f<' 
both  sexes,  are  sited  at  dpi  osite  ends  of  the  bus  shelters.  The 
conveniences  provide  on  Water  Closet  for  womenrv/hilst  the  men  there 
is  a two  stall  fine  clay  white  glaxed  urinal  and  a water  closet. 
Each  closet  has  proper  flushing  tank  and  the  xjrinals  have  automatic 
flushing  devices.  . 

Closet  Acccmmodaticn.  <• 

Privy  middens. 

Closets  attached  to  imicdens. 

No.  of  fresh  v;ater  clbSets. 

No.  of  waste  wrater  cibsets. 

No.  of  conversion  to  fresh  water  closets. 

No.  of  refiise  bins. 

No.  of  premises  at  which  movable  dust  bins 

were  substituted  fpr  fixed  receptacles 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system. 

Housing. 

The  district  Council  have  constructed  12  one  bedroom  bungalow? 
aged  persons.  32  dwellings  have  been  constructed  and  sold  by  the  bi' 
for  owner  occi:5)ation.  Further  private  buildings  are  being  undertake, 
v/ithin  the  district  at  the  present  time.  The  District  Council  have 
consideration  the  constructiiin  rf  further  dwellings  to  deal  with 
slum  clearance  programme, 

10  unfit  houses  have  been  demolished  during  the  year. 


1 

1 

1370 

Nil 

2 

1197 


2 

1175 


Chief  Samtary  Requirements  of  the  District. 

The  improvement  and  rearrangement  of  the  sewers  and  disposal 
facilities.  The  demolition  of  the  Xinfit  houses.  The  p3X)vision 
of  additional  houses  to  rehouse  the  families  displaced  by 
demolition  o:(^  unfit  houses*  The  improveraant  of  structurally  sound 
houses  Tpy  the  p>rGyision  of  ^ot  water  s\5)plies,  baths,  food  storage 
facilities  etc*  ( 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Council' s Officers  for 
their  kind  ^d  valued  co-operation  dxiring  the  year* 


I am,  Gentlemen* 

Yours  faithfully. 


L.  I3NSW0RTH* 

Medical  Officer  og  Health* 


Dalton  House, 

W e s thougiit  on* 
23rd  Ju2ie,.  i960. 


t 

► 


i 


